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Howdy Neighbor, 
 
Spring has finally arrived in Pin Oak Village.  While many of our yards 
took a real beating during Winter, things are now beginning to look a little 
better. 
 
Likewise, although there have been delays and some inconvenience, 
progress on the road has now started to improve. 
 
Based upon my email inbox (and those of the other Directors), I know 
many of you are concerned about the development planned for the north-
east corner of Katy-Fort Bend County Road and Grand Harbor Drive.  
(Please see page 2 for further details).  As we go to press, a motion has 
already been circulated by one of the Directors to adopt a resolution 
formally opposing the development on behalf of the POV HOA. 
 
Regardless of the proposed resolution, the HOA will be sending a repre-
sentative to the public hearing discussed on page 2.  In addition, to get 
the word out, Jennifer Haar has already been sending out email alerts 
concerning the planned development. 
 
However, since the HOA does not have either a vote or veto concerning 
the proposed development, this is obviously not a situation where those 
who are concerned about the issue can sit back and depend on others to 
adequately voice their concerns.  I urge ALL POV homeowners that are 
concerned to consider attending the public hearing themselves and writ-
ing both the Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs, Multi-
family Finance Division (TDHCA), and your elected representatives.  In 
addition to the formal public comment procedures detailed on page 2, you 
can register concerns with the TDHCA  by contacting the Multifamily 
Finance Division at (512) 475-3340, and/or by email addressed to 
robbye.meyer@tdhca.state.tx.us and/or misael.arroyo@tdhca.state.tx.us. 
 
Lastly, please remember to mark your calendar and send in your reserva-
tion form for the upcoming POV Party by the Pool  ASAP! 
 

    Take care, 

    Jim 

From the President  
 

Jim Gumbert 

Architectural Control  Arnold England  281-392-0684 

Clubhouse  Jeff Gilliland  281-347-4184 

Community Activities/
Safety & Security  

Jennifer Haar  281-395-5710 

Landscape  Sandy Colquette  281-392-2087 

Maintenance  Mike Moore  281-391-8331 

Mobility  Stephen Berckenhoff  281-395-2538 

Newsletter  Jim Gumbert  281-395-4505 

Sports & Recreation/  
Website  

Mark Ng  832-643-1880 

Jim Gumbert  President  281-395-4505 

Sandy Colquette  Vice President  281-392-2087 

Rudy Ammer  Treasurer  281-769-2846 

Jeff Gilliland  Secretary  281-347-4184 

Arnold England  Director  281-392-0684 

Jennifer Haar  Director  281-395-5710 

Ray Martel  Director  281-395-3171 

Mike Moore  Director  281-391-8331 

Mark Ng  Director  832-643-1880 

PPIN OAK PARTY BY THE IN OAK PARTY BY THE POOLPOOL  

MAY 7TH 7MAY 7TH 7--10 P.M.10 P.M.  
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The Pin Oak Village Naturalist 
By B. C. Robison 

 

In Russia, dogs and cats are status sym-

bols of the oligarchy; in China and Ko-

rea, they are dinner; in America, they are 

members of the family, and thatôs the 

way it should be.  We all know that POV is a great 

dog neighborhood, but itôs also a great cat neighbor-

hood.  I know this personally because every cat in 

POV has been in my yard at least once.  But thatôs 

OK.  As long as Kitty is WEARING A NAME TAG I 

can return the wandering feline to his owner; if Kitty 

is NOT WEARING A NAME TAG then it becomes a 

little more difficult. 

 

The house cat is the most popular pet in the world, 

with estimates of its numbers exceeding half a billion.  

Why do we care so much for this animal?  They donôt 

chase off intruders, bring us the newspaper or jump 

and slobber on command.  They are by turns aloof or 

cuddlesome, jittery or serene, tame or predatory.  

Compared to the other domesticated animals, the cat 

has done next to nothing to contribute to human sur-

vival.  They are, in the purest sense of what a pet 

should be, good companions.  They like us more than 

we realize.  Treat a cat with kindness and affection, 

and she will respond in kind. 

 

Few cultures have revered cats more than the ancient 

Egyptians.  I remember on my first trip to London 

visiting the Egyptian room at the British Museum.  

There were cat mummy cases, monuments to the cat 

goddess Bastet and various other artifacts attesting to 

the divine status of the cat.  I thought:  these were 

some serious cat people.  But the earliest evidence for 

cats and human society comes from the Biblical era 

of the Fertile Crescent (modern day Iraq), some 

10,000 years ago, when the emergence of agriculture 

and grain storage brought about the need to control 

rats and mice. 

 

Cats are thinking creatures.  Here are some typical cat

-thoughts:  ñI have chosen you, my owner, to provide 

food, shelter and comfort for me the rest of my life.  

You will at all times acknowledge my importance and 

overall wonderfulness.  I will occasionally need 

medical care, which isnôt cheap, so just plan for it.  

Iôll sleep anywhere I want and if I am in your favorite 

chair you will simply have sit somewhere else.   And 

Iôll thank you to get me spayed or neutered and not to 

let me run loose outside and get lost or killed.  In re-

turn, I will on occasion bestow upon you a modicum 

of attention and affection, depending on my mood 

and your general suitability as a master. It is now time 

for my mid-morning nap so go away and leave me 

alone.ò  Or something like that. 

 

Both of our cats, Jolie Bat and Tommie J. Panda, 

were orphans.  Six years ago I spotted this tiny black 

kitten with big ears, battered and terrified, in the mid-

dle of Westheimer, where some superstitious fool had 

apparently thrown her.  As orphan kittens tend to do, 

she was getting wild on us, so we got her a compan-

ion kitten from a shelter, a black-and-white male who 

promptly tamed her. Tommie had been rescued after 

being attacked by a pack of dogs.  Theyôve done well, 

with their fleece-lined heated beds, expensive food, 

piles of toys and a live-in nurse and veterinarian.  As 

I write this, Jolie is nudging around on my lap-top, 

purring and pestering me for a treat. 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF PUBLIC HEARING 
FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
WHAT:  
 The Texas Department of Housing and 
Community Affairs is conducting a Public Hearing 
on a proposed tax credit application for Alta Har-
bor, a low income housing development planned 
for the northeast corner of Katy-Fort Bend County 
Road and Grand Harbor Drive. 
 
WHEN: 
 Wednesday, April 7th at 6:00 p.m. 
 
WHERE:   
 Houston City Hall Annex 
 Houston City Council Chambers 
 900 Bagby/901 Bagby 
 Houston, Texas 77002 
 
Concerned residents are encouraged to attend 
and participate In Person . 
 
Written comments are also encouraged.  Such 
comments may be addressed to: 
 
Tex. Dept. of Housing and Community Affairs 
Multifamily Finance Division 
P.O. Box 13941 
Austin, Texas 78711-3941 
FAX 512.475.0764 
EMAIL raquel.morales@tdhca.state.tx.us 
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